
2017 Examination for Confirmation - 
Study Guide

Confirmation is a custom of the Church and not a sacrament. It links the students to their Baptism, celebrates 
the reception of the Lord's Word among them, and welcomes them to the Lord's Table. In our congregation, 
Baptized Christians are admitted to the Sacrament when they have been taught the Ten Commandments, the 
Apostles' Creed, the Lord's Prayer, and the Sacraments of Baptism and the Lord's Supper. In the Lutheran 
tradition, catechumens are welcomed to the Supper after they have been examined by the pastor.

Confirmation declares of a catechumen that he or she is a Christian who has been baptized, confesses the 
faith, and is in communion with Christ and His Church. The reception of catechumens to the Lord's Table is not 
graduation nor completion of study. It assumes that ongoing catechesis will continue throughout life, as it does 
for all faithful Christians. For that reason, the rite emphasizes God's work in Baptism, the gift of faith, and the 
benefits of the Lord's Supper for all who believe in Christ and His Word of promise.

The Small Catechism says: “Fasting and bodily preparation are certainly fine outward training. But that person 
is truly worthy and well prepared who has faith in these words: ‘Given and shed for you for the forgiveness of 
sins.’" To this end the students have been taught through Sunday School and confirmation class the Ten 
Commandments, the Apostles’ Creed, the Lord’s Prayer, the Sacrament of Baptism, Confession and 
Absolution, and the Sacrament of the Altar. On the basis of the Small Catechism and the Augsburg Confession, 
they will soon be admitted to the Lord’s Supper after being examined and absolved. The questions below will 
serve as the basis for examination this year. All questions are from the Small Catechism and Christian 
Questions with Their Answers, pg. 329 in the hymnal.

Do you know the Ten Commandments? What are they? 
You shall have no other gods.
You shall not misuse the name of the Lord your God.
Remember the Sabbath day by keeping it holy.
Honor your father and your mother.
You shall not murder.
You shall not commit adultery.
You shall not steal.
You shall not give false testimony against your neighbor.
You shall not covet your neighbor’s house.
You shall not covet your neighbor’s wife, or his manservant or maidservant, his ox or      
     donkey, or anything that belongs to your neighbor.

What is the Second Article of the Apostles’ Creed? What has Jesus done for you? 
“And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin 

Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day 
He rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God, the Father Almighty. 
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.”

“I believe that Jesus Christ, true God, begotten of the Father from eternity, and also true man, born of 
the Virgin Mary, is my Lord, who has redeemed me, a lost and condemned person, purchased and won me 
from all sins, from death, and from the power of the devil; not with gold or silver, but with His holy, precious 
blood and with His innocent suffering and death, that I may be His own and live under Him in His kingdom and 
serve Him in everlasting righteousness, innocence, and blessedness.”



Can You Recite the Lord's Prayer? 
Our Father who art in heaven,
     hallowed be Thy name,
     Thy kingdom come,
     Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
     give us this day our daily bread;
     and forgive us our trespasses
          as we forgive those who trespass against us;
     and lead us not into temptation,
     but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory
     forever and ever. Amen.

What is the Sacrament of the Altar? 
"It is the true body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ under the bread and wine, instituted by Christ 

Himself for us Christians to eat and drink."

What is the benefit of the Lord’s Supper and do we receive it just by eating and 
drinking? 

"These words, 'Given and shed for you for the forgiveness of sins,' show us that in the Sacrament 
forgiveness of sins, life, and salvation are given us through these words. For where there is forgiveness of sins, 
there is also life and salvation."

"Certainly not just eating and drinking do these things, but the words written here: 'Given and shed for 
you for the forgiveness of sins.' These words, along with the bodily eating and drinking, are the main thing in 
the Sacrament. Whoever believes these words has exactly what they say: 'forgiveness of sins.'"

Lastly, do you believe that you are a sinner; Why? What do you expect to receive 
in the Supper; Why? 

Yes, I believe that I am sinner. I know it from the Ten Commandments, which I have not kept. I expect to 
receive Christ's true body and blood for the forgiveness of my sins, just as He Himself promised.


