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“Behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream, saying, ‘Joseph, son of David, do not fear to 

take Mary as your wife, for that which is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. She will bear a son, and 

you shall call his name Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins.’ All this took place to fulfill what 

the Lord had spoken by the prophet:  

‘Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son,  

Our Mission Statement: 

Growing Faith by Sharing God’s Word 

By Sharing God’s Word, we: 

 Show God’s love in our words and 

actions, 

 Help others as Christ helps us, 

 Accept responsibility in taking the 

Gospel into the world, 

 Reach out to people in need, 

 Inspire and teach our youth the truth 

of God’s Word, 

 Nurture a personal relationship with 

Christ through God’s Word and 

worship, and, 

 Give people the hope of the 

resurrection of the body and life 

everlasting. 

 

St. John and Trinity Lutheran Parish,                                                                  Worship Times: 8:30 @ Trinity 
204 2nd Street NW, [P.O. Box 99]                                                                                                  10:30 @ St. John 
Hillsboro, ND 58045                                                                                               Sunday School: 9:15 @ St. John 
trinitystjohn.com | facebook.com/stjohnhillsboro     9:30 @ Trinity 
                                                                                                                                                                
Rev. Jacob Swenson, Pastor | 651-331-1014 | trinitystjohn@outlook.com 
Faith Swenson, Deaconess | 218-329-8515 | deaconess.swenson@gmail.com 
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            and they shall call his name Immanuel.’”1  

Grace, mercy, and peace be unto you from God our Father and from our Advent Lord, Jesus Christ. May 

our celebration of His birth come soon even as we pray also for His return to unite us and all believers to 

Himself in His eternal kingdom. The text above comes from St. Matthew’s Gospel and will be our sermon 

text for Christmas Eve. It’s so familiar that many of us might have it memorized, but we also might never 

have paused to give it further thought beyond the joy of Christmas Eve. In it there are so many things 

going on that we would do well to dwell upon the text of our Immanuel. 

In Luke’s Gospel, also a traditional text for the season of Advent, we learn that the angel Gabriel was 

sent from God to the virgin Mary, who was betrothed to Joseph. The angel greeted her and proclaimed 

to her that the Holy Spirit will come upon her and she shall conceive and bear a son, whose name will be 

Jesus (for He will save His people from their sins). He will be great and be called the Son of God. 

Matthew does not record this, but after the genealogy moves to Gabriel appearing to Joseph. This is 

perhaps because Matthew is writing to a Jewish audience, showing them how Jesus is the promised 

offspring of Abraham, from the tribe of Judah, and of the house of David.  

Now, before the angel appeared to Joseph, he had other plans. In Jude it says that in this time of 

perseverance, we should show mercy to others with holy fear, hating even the garment stained by the 

flesh (23). For this reason, Joseph sought to put away Mary quietly, so as to save her from as much 

shame as possible. That’s when Gabriel comes. He tells Joseph that he should not be afraid to take Mary 

as his wife, for what is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. It is a boy, and His name will be Jesus - 

which Matthew tells us stands for His saving His people from their sins. 

We see in this something that many of us have found to be true: things are not always what they seem. 

Joseph was afraid that Mary had become pregnant by stepping out of their betrothal, but that was not 

true. Instead, she bore within her womb the very God of very God, the eternally begotten second Person 

of the Holy Trinity. Upon hearing the word of God, Joseph resolved to take Mary as his wife and protect 

her, for what was in her womb was precious. That life within her is the fulfillment of all the promises of 

God. 

The name by which this child will be called: Immanuel. That means, “God with us.” And that is what 

Jesus is. He is God in the flesh; He is to be with us. That is what it is all about. No longer is there a veil of 

separation between God and us, no longer is there a wall between God and our suffering. Instead, He 

became flesh to be with us: to live with us, to suffer with us, to die with us - all for us to live with Him. 

May that be our focus as we continue in anticipation of the Advent of the Lord. Even as He came as an 

infant to be with us, to die and rise for us, may He come again soon in glory.  

In Jesus’ Name. 

Pastor Swenson 

 

 

                                                           
1 The Holy Bible: English Standard Version (Wheaton: Standard Bible Society, 2001), Mt 1:20–23. 



 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                              
Volume 22 Issue 12 
 

 

Mercy Musings: “Lo, He Comes with Clouds Descending” 

Lo! He comes with clouds descending, 

Once for ev’ry sinner slain; 

Thousand thousand saints attending 

Swell the triumph of His train: 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

Christ the Lord returns to reign. 

Advent is finally upon us! I say “finally” because for some reason this year I have been wanting to 

decorate for Christmas since the beginning of October. My poor husband has had to put up with my 

begging and pleading to start the “Christmas/Advent” season early. So when Thanksgiving finally rolled 

around, the first thing I did was pull out our family advent wreath. Advent, which means “coming”, is 

seen as a time of preparation for Christ - not just His birth, but also His second coming. Therefore, 

December’s hymn of the month is, “Lo, He Comes with Clouds Descending.” 

Ev’ry eye shall now behold Him 

Robed in glorious majesty; 

Those who set at naught and sold Him, 

Pierced and nailed Him to the tree. 

Deeply wailing, deeply wailing, deeply wailing, 

Shall their true Messiah see. 

This hymn is not as well-known as I wish it were! Not only is it awesome for its triumphal music, but also 

for its words. It reflects upon Christ’s coming to glory through His death and resurrection. The second 

stanza emphasizes our redemption, won where Christ is truest to Himself, His death for the forgiveness 

of our sins.  

Those dear tokens of His passion 

Still His dazzling body bears. 

Cause of endless exultation 

To His ransomed worshipers. 

With what rapture, with what rapture, with what rapture 

Gaze we on those glorious scars! 

This hymn allows us to gaze on the great comfort we have in Christ: the victory He has won. Luke 21 

emphasizes how Christians will react to Christ’s second coming: “And then shall they see the Son of man 

coming in a cloud with power and great glory. Now when these things begin to take place, straighten up 

and raise your heads, because your redemption is drawing near.” (Luke 21:27-28, ESV) 

Yea, amen, let all adore Thee, 

High on Thine eternal throne; 

Savior, take the pow’r and glory, 

Claim the kingdom as Thine own. 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

Thou shalt reign, and Thou alone! 
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To learn more about this hymn and other advent hymns you can go to issuesetc.org and listen to their 

podcasts! Search for advent hymns. 

 

Stewardship Corner: 

Our Lord Jesus Christ healed the man with dropsy by His Word on the Sabbath (Luke 14:1–6). 
He is the great physician of both body and soul.  The paradoxical symptom of dropsy was an 
unquenchable craving for drink even though the body was over inflated with fluid, a craving 
that when indulged served not to ease but to feed the disease. And so if a man drinks a great 
deal, but is never filled, he sees a doctor to inquire about what ails him, what is wrong with his 
body and how to remedy it. For that is not thirst but a disease (Seneca, Consolation to His 
Mother Helvia, 11.3).  

 
But if the owner of five couches goes looking for ten, or the owner of ten tables buys up as 
many again, and even though he has plenty of land and money, he remains unsatisfied and 
desires yet more, losing sleep and always in discontent, does he not also require a physician to 
diagnose the cause of this distress? For this is not want or lack, but a disease (Aristippus, 
quoted in Plutarch, Love of Wealth, 524b). As St. Augustine of Hippo wrote, “we may rightly 
compare the dropsical man to a covetous rich man: For the more the one is swollen with excess 
of water, the more he thirsts; so also the other: The more he abounds in riches . . . the more 
eagerly he desires them” (The Sunday Sermons of the Great Fathers, Vol. 4, 135). Both require 
physicians. Both require diagnosis and medicine applied from the outside to the inward being. 
For these are not desires to be fulfilled but diseases to be cured.  
 
This is why our Lord instructs us on taking care not to be overmuch consumed by money. “No 
one can serve two masters . . . . You cannot serve God and money” (Matt 6:24; Luke 16:13). The 
point is that our desire for money, like the disease dropsy, is never satisfied. We always desire 
more. We always think, if I just had this much then I would be happy. But even when that much 
comes, which God gladly gives, that happiness evades us. For the desire for more of these 
things is never satisfied. It demands our constant energy–either in procuring more or protecting 
what we already have. When this happens, God, in His mercy, shows us that the money that He 
has given is no longer serving us, but we it. We have another master.  
 
To overcome this, we need a physician’s diagnosis and a physician’s remedy. And our Lord, 
Jesus Christ, our great physician of both body and soul, like the man healed of dropsy, applies 
His Word to us. He shows us how we have put our fear, our love, and our trust in our money 
and not feared, loved, and trusted in Him above all things. In essence, He says, “Stop it! Stop 
chasing after these fleeting things. They are vanity. They are the things that moth and rust 
destroy. For you cannot have two masters. Repent!” And in seeing our great error, we are sorry 
that we have not fully feared, loved, and trusted in God above all things. And, in the mercy and 
grace, that He earned for us on the cross, He takes away this sin, restores us to health, and bids 
us live. 
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But then what? What do we do with this healing balm and care that our great physician has 
done? Do we simply go back to our old ways? “By no means!” St. Paul says (Rom 3:31; 6:2). We 
do not just go back to the old ways. That way is dead to us and leads us to death. No, we live a 
new life, a life filled with the grace, mercy, and love of God toward us. And God’s great mercy, 
grace, and love toward is so abundant that it overflows and pours out onto those around us. So 
we no longer hoard money and possessions. We no longer scrape and crawl our way to amass 
more. We give to those around us, as God in Christ has given to us. We press our money and 
possessions into service for those who need it: our family, our society, and our church. For 
money is God’s gift to us to serve us and others. Not the other way round. It serves us because 
it is a gift from our Father in heaven.  
 

Announcements: 

N beLutheranism in the Media 

 The Lutheran Hour is broadcast on 

Sundays at 7:30 a.m. on KFGO and 

8:30 a.m. on the Halstad Telephone 

Company local access channel. 

 Listen to Lutheran music and 

programming for free at any time at 

lutheranpublicradio.org. 

 For excellent, Lutheran Youtube 

videos look up “Worldview 

Everlasting,” or go to 

worldvieweverlasting.com 

 

Check out the Card Display for your greeting 
card needs! There are also Mustard Seed 
Devotions which are great ways to share your 
faith in this hectic world. Here are some ways 
you can use your Mustard Seeds:  
For Me: with my daily devotion, with my 
bedtime prayer, to begin a meeting, on my 
desk to read at break time, with a friend in 
need, while waiting for the computer to boot 
up, with my prayer partner, on hold on the 
telephone, in my lunch box, as a 
bookmark, while waiting at a stop light, bank 
or fast food drive-up window  
For Others: with tips, in returned library 
books, in bills or greeting cards, as gift to 
coworkers, on hospital trays, as table favors 
at rallies and luncheons, in bags of food 
donated to food pantry, in church library 
books, in spouse’s lunch box or suitcase, as 
gift to nursing homes, in public restrooms, on 
a bulletin board or public display area 

Let's spread the "seeds" of faith 

in Hillsboro and beyond! 

 

 

 

 

Deaconess Faith Swenson 

St. John Lutheran Church 

204 2nd St. NW 

Hillsboro, ND 58045 

C: 218-329-8515 

O: 701-636-4692 

Shut-ins 
Remember our shut-ins 
Lloyd Stigen, PO Box 144 
Zane Stigen, 205 2nd St. NW 
Lloyd Weber, 12 3rd St. SW, Apt.14 
Larry Hertwig, NDVH Box 573, 
Lisbon, ND 58054 
Wallace Hertwig, PO Box 673, 
Lisbon 
Bev Hamre, PO Box 213, Hillsboro 
Charles Hausmann, PO Box 609, 
Hillsboro 

The LWML will again be sponsoring the 

Giving Tree.  It will be displayed on 

November 29 and gifts are to be returned 

on and tags put on them. Traill County 

Social Services will deliver them to local 

families.  Keep this in mind as you do your 

Christmas shop or before December, They 

should be wrapped. 
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**Greeters 
*Anniversaries 

 
 

1 
 

2 3 
Beverly Meyer 

4 
 
Margaret WIlson 

5 
 
 

6 
** 
Kelly Salander 

7 8 
 

9 
Larry Hertwig 

10 
 
 

11 
 

12 
*Kallyn &Adam 
Gettel 

13 
** 
Annika Rotvold 

14 
 
 

15 
 

16 
 

17 
Christopher Meyer 
 

18 
 

19 
John Hertwig 

20 
** 
Sandra Meyer 
*Kyle & Sandra 
Meyer 

21 
James Andre 
Lowell Stevens 
 

22 
 

23 
 

24 
Madison Mueller 
 

25 
 
 

26 
 

27 
**Donna 
Christopher 

28 
Linda McLaughlin 

29 
Haley Smelden 

30 
Barry DickHoff 

31 
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  1 2 
7 AM SJ Elders 
8 am SJ Council 
2PM NH Devos 
6pm Confirmation 
7pm Midweek 
advent worship 

3 
7AM Bible Breakfast 
10AM Bible study at 
Kelleher 
6:30 pm LWML at 
Trinity 

4 5 
10 - LWML 
meeting followed 
by potluck lunch 
 

6 
8:30AM Hope 
9:15AMSS at SJ 
9:30AMSS at Hope 
10:30AM St. John 

7 8 
 

9 
2PM NH Devos 
6pm Confirmation 
7pm Midweek 
Advent worship 
8pm Annual  SJ 
Voters meeting  

10 
7AM Bible Breakfast 
10AM Bible study at 
Kelleher 

11 12 
 

13 Communion  
8:30AM Hope 
9:15AMSS at SJ 
9:30AMSS at Hope 
10:30AM St. John 
 

14 MOW 15 MOW 16 MOW 
2PM NH Devos 
6pm Confirmation 
7pm Midweek 
Advent worship 
 

17  MOW 
7AM Bible Breakfast 
10AM Bible study at 
Kelleher 
 

18 
MOW 
 

19 
 

20 
8:30AM Hope 
9:15AMSS at SJ 
9:30AMSS at Hope 
10:30AM St. John 
7pm SS program at 
SJ 

21  22 23 
 2PM NH Devos 
6pm Confirmation 
 
 

24 
4:30pm – Worship at 
Trinity 
9:00pm – Worship at St. 
John 

25 
10:30AM Worship at 
St. John 

26 

27  Communion 

8:30AM Hope 
9:15AMSS at SJ 

9:30AMSS at Hope 
10:30AM St. John 

28 
 
Pastor on Vacation 

29 
7pm-Finance 
meeting SJ 
Pastor on Vacation 

30 
Pastor on Vacation 

31 
Pastor on Vacation 
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Parish of St. John and 

Trinity Lutheran Church 
 PO Box 99 

 Hillsboro, ND  58045 
 
Church Staff 

Pastor: Rev. Jacob Swenson  

E-mail: trinitystj@outlook.com 

Deaconess: Faith Swenson 

E-mail: deaconess.swenson@gmail.com 

Parish Secretary: Ruth Johnson 

E-mail: secretarystj@rrv.net 

Website: trinitystjohn.com and facebook.com/stjohnhillsboro 

 

 


