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Our Mission Statement: 

Growing Faith by Sharing God’s Word 

By Sharing God’s Word, we: 

 Show God’s love in our words and 

actions, 

 Help others as Christ helps us, 

 Accept responsibility in taking the 

Gospel into the world, 

 Reach out to people in need, 

 Inspire and teach our youth the truth 

of God’s Word, 

 Nurture a personal relationship with 

Christ through God’s Word and 

worship, and, 

 Give people the hope of the 

resurrection of the body and life 

everlasting. 

 

St. John and Trinity Lutheran Parish,                                                                  Worship Times: 8:30 @ Trinity 
204 2nd Street NW, [P.O. Box 99]                                                                                                  10:30 @ St. John 
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Lutheranism in the Media 

 The Lutheran Hour is broadcast on 

Sundays at 7:30 a.m. on KFGO and 8:30 

a.m. on the Halstad Telephone 

Company local access channel. 

 Listen to Lutheran music and 

programming for free at any time at 

lutheranpublicradio.org. 

 For excellent, Lutheran Youtube videos 

look up “Worldview Everlasting,” or go 

to worldvieweverlasting.com 

 



May 2016 

“All those able to do so partake of the Sacrament together. This also increases the reverence and 

devotion of public worship. No one is admitted to the Sacrament without first being examined. The 

people are also advised about the dignity and use of the Sacrament, about how it brings great 

consolation to anxious consciences, so that they too may learn to believe God and to expect and ask from 

Him all that is good. This worship pleases God [Colossians 1:9–10]. Such use of the Sacrament nourishes 

true devotion toward God.”1 

This month at St. John and Trinity we have the joyful opportunity of witnessing the rite of Confirmation 

for a number of our children. These students have studied God’s Word and the Small Catechism for two 

years, meeting weekly over the school year for a time of prayer, questions, discussion, and some joking. 

For them, and for all the confirmed, confirmation is not a graduation. Rather, it is an invitation, a 

welcoming, to a new stage in life as the body of Christ. 

The passage above comes from the Augsburg Confession. Remember that the Confession was given 

before Emperor Charles V in 1528 when the Lutherans were called before him to defend their teaching. 

The Augsburg Confession, along with the other articles in the Book of Concord (copies are available in 

our libraries) are what mark us as Lutheran Christians. The paragraph I’ve included comes from AC 

Article XXIV: “The Mass,” because it’s part of why we have a rite of confirmation in the Lutheran Church. 

It begins by saying that all those who are able to do so partake of the Sacrament together. This means 

that ordinarily, we all receive the Lord’s Supper together as a visible testimony to the Body of Christ. As 

St. Paul says, “Because there is one bread, we who are many are one body, for we all partake of the one 

bread.”2 This is maybe an argument in favor of receiving the Supper in tables (as we currently do) rather 

than in a continuous fashion. Next, though, comes the phrase that most people notice in our practice, 

but perhaps don’t know where it comes from. 

St. Paul also wrote to the Corinthians, “Whoever, therefore, eats the bread or drinks the cup of the Lord 

in an unworthy manner will be guilty concerning the body and blood of the Lord. Let a person examine 

himself, then, and so eat of the bread and drink of the cup. For anyone who eats and drinks without 

discerning the body eats and drinks judgment on himself.”3 For this reason the majority of the Christian 

Church has for its entire existence utilized the practice of “closed communion.” The practice is intended, 

out of Christian love, to prevent anyone from receiving the Sacrament to their judgment - be they 

members of another fellowship or as-yet uninstructed. The rite of confirmation may be seen as a tool 

used by the Church to practice the teaching that it has received from Christ. 

For the confirmation students, the rite is an opportunity to confess. (To confess in the Biblical sense is to 

testify to or declare the faith [Augsburg “Confession”].) It’s an opportunity to confess with joy the faith 

they received in their Baptisms, which was nurtured through their years of Sunday School, and which 

will continue to be fed and strengthened by our Lord’s Body and Blood. It is an opportunity to claim the 

confession of the Lutheran Church and of our own congregations as their own. By doing so they 

                                                           
1
 Paul Timothy McCain, ed., Concordia: The Lutheran Confessions (St. Louis, MO: Concordia Publishing House, 2005), 47–48. 

2
 The Holy Bible: English Standard Version (Wheaton: Standard Bible Society, 2001), 1 Cor. 10:17. 

3
 1 Cor. 11:27–29. 



demonstrate not just that they have learned words on pages, but that they have received and believe in 

their hearts the faith of Jesus Christ, delivered through the prophets and apostles in Sacred Scripture. 

They look longingly towards the Supper as the very place where they receive in their mouths Christ’s 

true Body and Blood for the forgiveness of their sins. 

Please join me in praying for our confirmation students this month. Confirmation Sunday at St. John will 

be Pentecost, May 15th. At Trinity it will be Trinity Sunday, May 22nd. 

Lord God, heavenly Father, in Holy Baptism You began Your good work in our catechumens, and You 

have blessed their instruction and training in Your Word. We implore You to pour out Your Holy Spirit on 

their hearts and minds so that they will truly love and revere You, confess the faith with joy and boldness, 

endeavor to live according to Your commandments, and praise and glorify You as their faithful God and 

Lord, for the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 

In Christ, 

Pastor Swenson 

 

Mercy Musings-O Day full of Grace 

 
O day full of grace that now we see 
Appearing on earth’s horizon, 
Bring light from our God that we may be 
Replete in His joy this season. 
God, shine for us now in this dark place; 
Your name on our hearts emblazon. (LSB 503:1) 
 

This summer’s VBS in Hope is about “light”. Specifically, it is about God’s light in the darkness: Jesus. 

How ironic that on the day of Pentecost God doesn’t send the Holy Spirit as wind, water or even a dove, 

all used to depict the Holy Spirit. Instead he uses fire; light. God sent to Holy Spirit to shine the light of 

Jesus Christ in the darkness of the world, the devil, and our sinful nature. 

 

For Christ bore our sins, and not His own, 
When He on the cross was hanging; 
And then He arose and moved the stone 
That we, unto Him belonging, 
Might join with angelic hosts to raise 
Our voices in endless singing. (LSB 503:3) 
 

What is Pentecost about? Christ and His work! Without Christ dying for our sins, rising from the dead, 

and ascending to be at God’s right hand, the Holy Spirit would have nothing to work with. The Holy 

Spirit’s job is to point us to cross where we receive the forgiveness of sins, life, and salvation. 

 



God came to us then at Pentecost, 
His Spirit new life revealing, 
That we might no more from Him be lost, 
All darkness for us dispelling. 
His flame will the mark of sin efface 
And bring to us all His healing. (LSB 503:4) 
 

Pentecost=a day full of grace! 

 

* Lutheran Service Book 503, “O Day Full of Grace” is a traditional Scandinavian hymn text written in the 

15th century.  
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VBS AT ST JOHN 

VBS  at St. John will be held the week of June 6 through June 10.  They are still 

in need of volunteers to help.  If you can help please contact Missy Stuart at 

436-6151 as soon as possible. 



1 
**Mark & Tanja 
Buethner 

2 
Amy Johnson 

3 
 

4 
Zachary 
Grothmann 
Joshua Henn 
 

5 6 
Douglas Johnson 

7 
Wayne Manthey 

8 
**Jim &KayAndre 
 

9 
Travis Bakken 

10 
 

11 
Andrew Willison 

12 
Dale Grothmann 
 
 
 

13 
 

14 
Kathy Hanson 

15 
** Wayne DickHoff 
and Ross Joslin 
Elliot Rotvold 

16 
Rachel Meyer 

17 
Lloyd Web er 

18 
Joel Hamre 
Breckston 
Overby 
 
 

19 
Sheila Jaeger 

20 21 
 

22 
** 
Judith Buethner 
Taylor Manthey 

23 
 
Kimberly 
McRitichie 

24 
 

25 
 

26 
 

27 
 

28 
Kathleen Ford 
Rachel Mulder 

29 
**Kyle & Melissa 
Stern 

30 
 

31 
Kim Salander 
 

  
 

  
**Greeters 
*Anniversaries 

 

 



1  
8:30 amWorship at Hope 
9:15 am SS at SJ 
9:30 am SS at Hope 
10:30 am Worship at SJ 

2 
Pastor in Minot 

3 
Pastor in 
Minot 

4 
Pastor in Minot 1pmBible 
study & Nursing Home 
Devos 
6pm Conf.Class 
 

5 
7a,m Men’s Bible 
Breakfast 
10am BC at 
Kelleher 
7pmAscension 
Service, Fargo 

6 7 
 

8 COMMUNION 
8:30 amWorship at Hope 
9:15 am SS at SJ 
9:30 am SS at Hope 
10:30 am Worship at SJ 

9 10 
 

11 
7 am Elders  
2pm Nursing Home 
1pmBible study & Nursing 
Home Devos 6pm 
Conf.Class 
7pm Board of Ed meeting 
7pmExam. of Confirmands 

12 
7a,m Men’s Bible 
Breakfast 
10am Bible Class at 
Kelleher 

13 14 
9:15 am Coffee 
9:30am LWML 

15  CONFIRMATION AT 
ST. JOHN 
8:30 amWorship at Hope 
9:15 am SS at SJ 
9:30 am SS at Hope 
10:30 am Worship at SJ 

16 
 
 

17 
 

18 
1pmBible study & Nursing 
Home Devos 6pm 
Conf.Class 
7pm Youth Board 

19 
7a,m Men’s Bible 
Breakfast 
10am Bible Class at 
Kelleher 
 

20 
 

21 
 
 

22 CONFIRMATION AT 
TRINITY 
8:30 amWorship at Hope 
9:15 am SS at SJ 
9:30 am SS at Hope 
10:30 am Worship at SJ 
 

23 
 

24 25 
1pmBible study & Nursing 
Home Devos 6 pm 
Confirmation 
 

26 
7a,m Men’s Bible 
Breakfast 
10am Bible Class at 
Kelleher 
 

27 
 
 

28 
 

29 COMMUNION 
8:30 amWorship at Hope 
9:15 am SS at SJ 
9:30 am SS at Hope 
10:30 am Worship at SJ 
 

30 
 

31 
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