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Our Mission Statement: 

Growing Faith by Sharing God’s Word 

By Sharing God’s Word, we: 

 Show God’s love in our words and 

actions, 

 Help others as Christ helps us, 

 Accept responsibility in taking the 

Gospel into the world, 

 Reach out to people in need, 

 Inspire and teach our youth the truth 

of God’s Word, 

 Nurture a personal relationship with 

Christ through God’s Word and 

worship, and, 

 Give people the hope of the 

resurrection of the body and life 

everlasting. 

 

St. John and Trinity Lutheran Parish,                                                                  Worship Times: 8:30 @ Trinity 
204 2nd Street NW, [P.O. Box 99]                                                                                                  10:30 @ St. John 
Hillsboro, ND 58045                                                                                               Sunday School: 9:15 @ St. John 
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Rev. Jacob Swenson, Pastor | 651-331-1014 | trinitystjohn@outlook.com 
Faith Swenson, Deaconess | 218-329-8515 | deaconess.swenson@gmail.com 

Lutheranism in the Media 

 The Lutheran Hour is broadcast on 

Sundays at 7:30 a.m. on KFGO and 8:30 

a.m. on the Halstad Telephone 

Company local access channel. 

 Listen to Lutheran music and 

programming for free at any time at 

lutheranpublicradio.org. 

 For excellent, Lutheran Youtube videos 

look up “Worldview Everlasting,” or go 

to worldvieweverlasting.com 

 



Grace, mercy, and peace be unto you from God our Father and our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ! 

Phew, it feels great to have summer finally hit its stride. And by that I mean, it’s nice to have things calm 

down a little bit. The end of May and beginning of June were consumed by Vacation Bible School (which 

went wonderfully, I must add) and then the rest of the month was filled with travel on both our deaconess’ 

and my parts. But now, we get a little breather. That is, until I and a few youth from St. John leave for the 

national youth gathering in a couple weeks. We’ll be headed to New Orleans...in the summer. The theme 

this year is based on St. Paul’s letter to the Philippians, “In Christ Alone.” 

When things around us slow down, though, it’s also tempting to let our spiritual life take a break as well. 

Our physical bodies need rest, and that can take many forms. Our spirits need rest, too. Do you know 

where that is found? In God’s Word and at His altar. Our spirits do not get rest by missing opportunities 

to hear God’s Word and receive the forgiveness of sins. If you are traveling this summer, I invite you to 

attend the nearest LCMS congregation. If you aren’t sure where that is, get hold of me and we’ll figure it 

out together. If that is not an option, there are other possibilities. The sermon from each Sunday is being 

posted online in text, audio, and (experimentally) on Youtube. Any of those would work very well in 

connection with the short orders of prayer contained in our hymnal. If summer mornings are really not 

your thing, there are orders in the hymnal for afternoon and evening services.  

Please take the above paragraph in the spirit of Christian love and care, as it’s meant. My job as pastor is 

to care for Christ’s flock here at St. John and Trinity. That means that it’s my job to see to it that you (as a 

whole and individuals) are being cared for spiritually by sharing God’s Word with you and administering 

the sacraments. Again, that doesn’t always mean here. I understand that it’s summer, and we all need a 

break - just not from God’s Word. If you will regularly be out of town, just let me know and we’ll get 

things taken care of. If you’re traveling to another LCMS church and want someone to talk to the pastor 

before you get there - I’m your man. 

That said, this is going to be a long article. If you’ve made it this far, keep reading! You might’ve seen the 

poster I have up at St. John (I’d like to get one for Trinity, too) reminding us that the 500th anniversary of 

the Reformation is coming up next year. It was on October 31st, 1517 that Luther posted the 95 Theses on 

the door of the castle church in Wittenberg, now known as St. Mary’s. That event is known as the start of 

the Reformation in general, but the birthday of the Lutheran church is perhaps better located elsewhere. A 

date in June is where we trace the official beginnings of the Lutheran Church: June 25th, 1530. It was 

then, at the Diet of Augsburg, that the Lutheran princes (notice, lay people) took their stand before the 

emperor and made the good confession. 

So, for the next little while, in addition to a normal pastoral article, we’ll be looking at the articles of the 

Augsburg Confession in preparation for the 500th anniversary of the Reformation and the 487th of the 

Augsburg Confession. We’ll start with Article I, which is on God. 

Our churches teach with common consent that the decree of the Council of Nicaea about the unity of the 

divine essence and the three persons is true.  It is to be believed without any doubt. God is one divine 

essence who is eternal, without a body, without parts, of infinite power, wisdom, and goodness. He is the 

maker and preserver of all things, visible and invisible [Nehemiah 9:6].  Yet there are three persons, the 

Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit [Matthew 28:19]. These three persons are of the same essence and 

power.  Our churches use the term person as the Fathers have used it. We use it to signify, not a part or 

quality in another, but that which subsists of itself. 

Our churches condemn all heresies [Titus 3:10–11] that arose against this article, such as the 

Manichaeans, who assumed that there are two “principles,” one Good and the other Evil. They also 



condemn the Valentinians, Arians, Eunomians, Muslims, and all heresies such as these.  Our churches 

also condemn the Samosatenes, old and new, who contend that God is but one person. Through sophistry 

they impiously argue that the Word and the Holy Spirit are not distinct persons. They say that Word 

signifies a spoken word, and Spirit signifies motion created in things.” 

Right - What does that all mean? Well, first of all: we Lutherans believe what the Christian Church has 

always believed, and we confess with the entire body of Christ in heaven and on earth the doctrine 

expressed in the Nicene Creed. Why does the Augsburg Confession start this way? The Augsburg 

Confession as we know it is divided into 28 articles over two parts: 1-21 and 22-28. Originally the 

Lutherans had only planned to present articles 22-28. Those articles were the only ones that they felt 

absolutely needed to be addressed. These articles included things like the marriage of priests, receiving 

both the Body and Blood in the Supper, and praying to the saints. However, a Roman Catholic theologian 

named John Eck published a document called 404 Propositions, which contained 404 assertions that the 

Lutherans were nothing but gross, crass, absolute heretics, and Luther chief among them. At this time, 

heresy was punishable by death. 

So, quickly then, the Lutherans put together articles 1-21, things they originally felt they did not need to 

defend, to demonstrate that we as Lutherans are not stepping out from the common witness of the Church 

as charged. Rather, it is the common faith of the Church that has been passed down to us that is driving us 

to speak. Therefore, to begin with, we believe the Nicene Creed. We confess what it says about the Triune 

God is true, and we condemn what it also condemns.   

In that second paragraph you see a bunch of hard names, but they were big ones in the history of the 

Church (big for the wrong reasons). To save space, I’ll break them down very briefly, since they’ll come 

up again later. 

● Manicheans - Group that believed that God is not all-powerful, but in a perpetual battle with the 

god of evil, Satan. St. Augustine was one before his conversion. 

● Valentinians - Gnosticism; a belief in the separation of the spiritual and material, with the 

material world being inherently evil. Salvation is by obtaining secret wisdom. 

● Arians - Immediate reason for the Nicene Creed in the first place; believed that Jesus is a created 

being, still God but not of the same substance as the Father. 

● Eunomians - See Arianism, but to the extreme. These guys did not exist for very long. 

● Muslims - At this time, the Emperor was at war with the Turks. Listed here not to be included as 

Christians, but to be clear about what Lutherans believe. 

● Samosatenes, both old and new - Believed that Jesus was just a man whom God gave miraculous 

powers. Also includes Modalism, which teaches that there is one God who wears three different 

“masks,” but never all three at once. 

Thanks for hanging on! If this is your first time with the Augsburg Confession, I congratulate you! We’ll 

continue next time with the articles on original sin, Jesus, and the big one: justification.  

Peace be to you in Christ! 

Pastor Jacob Swenson 

 

 

 



Mercy Musings: A trip to Ethiopia 

By now, many of you are probably wondering how my trip to Ethiopia went. Using words wouldn’t do 

the trip justice. It was eye-opening, fun, amazing, nerve-racking, and full of new friends. I am sure that 

you will hear many stories from me about my trip in the near future, but I do want to share one 

circumstance that really touched me as a baptized child of God. 

Someone on Facebook asked me to figure out the EECMY’s (the Lutheran Church in Ethiopia which is the 

largest Lutheran church in the world) secret as to their growing size and to bring that secret back to the 

states. Their secret is quite simple: they take the Word of God for what it is, and they believe it. They 

don’t question it, they don’t take cultural norms that are contrary to God and impose them upon 

scripture, which is what so many church bodies and Christians are trying to do here in the West. And, 

believing what God’s Word says to be true, they proudly, and boldly proclaim their faith to their 

neighbors, especially their closest neighbors, their family. 

I had the distinct honor to dine at an Ethiopian’s home. I was told that Ethiopians don’t invite people 

into their home willy-nilly. It is an honor that is bestowed upon the guest. The gentleman who invited 

my companions and I into his home is a convert to Christianity. He was Muslim before his conversion. He 

is very proud of his faith and has brought up all of his children into the faith. I was very convicted at the 

end of the evening as we were finishing up our Ethiopian coffee (which is very delicious, by the way).The 

gentleman called his whole extended family together and they sang hymns, read scripture and talked 

about that scripture. After, he led the family in prayer.  

Luther always said that Christian education starts and is most prominent in the home. In our busy lives, 

it can be so easy to brush family devotion time under the rug, but as we do that our children fall away 

from the church. But because our culture has taken Christ out of the home, we lose people and 

members. Because we don’t hold fast to the Word of God, the true, un-erring Word of God, it becomes 

impossible to share the faith because we ourselves doubt and become conflicted. 

Thankfully, just like the Ethiopians, we are forgiven when we don’t live out the faith perfectly and when 

we don’t impress the faith upon our family, friends, and neighbors. Thanks be to God for Jesus Christ 

who is the reason we joyfully worship and share Christ with one another. I pray that you continue in 

faith towards God and fervent love towards one another. 

It was such a blessing to see how passionate people are about sharing their faith. It was so great to learn 

from our amazing brothers and sisters in Ethiopia. Please pray for them as they continue to explore 

Whose they are in Christ through the growing pains of a church body that loves Jesus. 

In Christ, 

Deaconess Faith 

 

Announcements 

 

  

July LWML 

Our July LWML meeting will be July 13 at 6 p.m. with a potluck supper.  Please 

keep that date in mind! 



    
 

 1 
*Jim & Ruth 
Johnson 
Dylan Kolrud 
Brileigh Spilde 

2 
Kyle Stern 
Brad Weerts 

3 
**Harold &Alice 
McDonald  
Andrew Henn 

4 
Andrew 
Grothmann 

5 
 

6 
Zane Stigen 
Jan Bohnsack 
Daniel Manthey 
Lee Schlichtmann 
 

7 
 

8 
 

9 
Jon Willilson 
TammySand 

10 
** Ruth Rust & Kay 
Meyer 
Brice Willison 
 

11 
 

12 
*Wayne & Betty 
Manthey 
Richard 
Schlichtmann 
 

13 
Krista Madsen 
 
 

14 
 

15 
 

16 

17 
**Joel & Angie Hamre  

18 
David Meyer 
JacobRust 
 
 

19 
Madison Sand 

20 
Camissa Johnson 

21 
Colton Stuart 
Jennifer Willison 

22 
Lisa Johnson 

23 
 

24 
**Shauna Buethner & 
Faith Swenson 
RachelDovernmuehler 
Randal Rust 
 
31**Julie Rust 
&Kathleen Ford 

25 
 

26 
*Brian & Jan 
Bohnsack 

27 
Thomas Johnson 

28 
Mya Oelrich 
Elissa Riemer 

29 
John Bohnsack 
KaylynGoettel 

30 
Tanya Kolrud 
Adam Smelden 
**Greeters 
*Anniversaries 
 
 
 

 



 

      1 2 
 

3 COMMUNION 
8:30 am Worship at Hope 
10:30 am Worship at SJ 

4 
 

5 
 

6 
2pm Nursing Home Devos 
 

7 
7a,m Men’s Bible 
Breakfast 
6pm LWML at Hope 
 

8 
 

9 
 

10 COMMUNION 
8:30 am Worship at Hope 
10:30 am Worship at SJ 
 

11 
 
 

12 
 

13 
2pmNursing Home Devos 
6pm LWML 
 

14 
7a,m Men’s Bible 
Breakfast 
Pastor gone to LYF 
gathering 

15 
Pastor gone 
to LYF 
gathering 

16 
Pastor gone to 
LYF gathering 
 

17 
8:30 am Worship at Hope 
10:30 am Worship at SJ 
Pastor gone to LYF 
gathering 

18 
Pastor gone to 
LYF gathering 

19 
 
Pastor gone 
to LYF 
gathering 

20 
2pmNursing Home Devos  
Pastor gone to LYF 
gathering 

21 
7a,m Men’s Bible 
Breakfast 
Pastor gone to LYF 
gathering 
 

22 
 
. 

23 
 

24 COMMUNION 
8:30 am Worship at Hope 
10:30 am Worship at SJ 
 
31  
8:30 am Worship at Hope 
10:30 am Worship at SJ 

25 
 
 
 

26 
 
 
 

27 
2pmNursing Home Devos  
 
 

28 
7a,m Men’s Bible 
Breakfast 
 

29 30 
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