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Grace to you and peace through Christ our Lord! 
 

We're now over halfway-through both the calendar year 2017 and our year-long celebration of 
the Lutheran Reformation. We count this year as the 500th anniversary of the posting of the 95 Theses 
in October 1517. We've been (and will be) celebrating in many ways. Probably the most visible 
celebration has been our Luther Hymn of the Month. Each month we've been featuring a hymn of 
Martin Luther as our closing hymn. Luther was a prolific hymn writer. He wrote somewhere around 39 
hymns. So far, we have six of them under our belt. 

This month we turn again to a new hymn. This one, as some others have been, will be a 
challenge. But, by the end of the month, we'll all be professionals at it. We're going to be singing 
Luther's 1524 hymn, "In the Very Midst of Life," (LSB 755). Allegedly, this hymn was first written by a 
monk named Notker Balbulus, the Stammerer. A writer of many medieval hymns, he apparently was 
inspired to write the first stanza as he watched workmen build a bridge across a gorge in the Alps. 
Balbulus died in 910, but his hymn lived on in popular piety. It was sung in remembrance of the dead 
and as a cry for help in times of mortal danger. 

If the hymn was written by Notker Balbulus, what makes it a Luther hymn? Well, as with some 
of his other hymns, Luther was a tinkerer. See, for example, "Savior of the Nations, Come," (LSB 332) 
and, "Jesus Christ, Our Blessed Savior," (LSB 627). Both of those were first written by others, but were 
changed, enhanced, and added to by Luther. So, also, our hymn this month. Luther changed the wording 
of the first stanza, and then added stanzas 2-3 himself. With the help of Johann Walter, he also changed 
the melody to be more fitting of the text. Luther changed the hymn to be less of a frantic cry for help - 
as it had been in Medieval times - to be a confident plea, made in faith in God's promises.  
It is an old hymn, and so is the tune. There's no hiding that. It will be difficult to sing, but we'll be all the 

better for it. If you've ever been out to Immanuel's cemetery, east of Hillsboro, you've probably noticed 

that some of the older headstones have hymns written on them. We sing hymns because they both 

teach and comfort us, even in the face of death. Five hundred years separate us and Luther, but we still 

contend with death. As the hymn says, "In the very midst of life snares of death surround us." But, as 

you read the words below, pay special attention to the third stanza. "In the midst of utter woe all our 

sins oppress us, where shall we for refuge go, where for grace to bless us? To Thee, Lord Jesus, only! Thy 

precious blood was shed to win full atonement for our sin...Lord preserve and keep us in the peace that 

faith can give." 
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In the very midst of life 
     Snares of death surround us; 
Who shall help us in the strife 
     Lest the foe confound us? 
          Thou only, Lord, Thou only! 
We mourn that we have greatly erred, 
That our sins Thy wrath have stirred. 
     Holy and righteous God! 
     Holy and mighty God! 
     Holy and all-merciful Savior! 
     Eternal Lord God! 
Save us lest we perish 
In the bitter pangs of death. 
     Have mercy, O Lord! 
 
In the midst of death's dark vale 
     Pow'rs of hell o'ertake us. 
Who will help when they assail, 
     Who secure will make us? 
          Thou only, Lord, Thou only! 
Thy heart is moved with tenderness, 
Pities us in our distress. 
     Holy and righteous God! 
     Holy and mighty God! 
     Holy and all-merciful Savior! 
     Eternal Lord God! 
Save us from the terror 
Of the fiery pit of hell. 
     Have mercy, O Lord! 
 
In the midst of utter woe 
     All our sins oppress us, 
Where shall we for refuge go, 
     Where for grace to bless us? 
          To Thee, Lord Jesus, only! 
Thy precious blood was shed to win 
Full atonement for our sin. 
     Holy and righteous God! 
     Holy and mighty God! 
     Holy and all-merciful Savior! 
     Eternal Lord God! 
Lord, preserve and keep us 
In the peace that faith can give. 
     Have mercy, O Lord! 
 

 
 



Announcements 
• PLAYGROUND UPDATE! We are going to begin assembling the playground this month. Many (all) 

hands are needed on deck beginning July 10th as we put everything together. We did decide to 
build the equipment ourselves, so much help is needed. Please consider being on hand this 
week. Thanks! 
 

• VBS is fast approaching! Please put July 17th-21st in your calendar. Children through 8th grade are 
welcomed to join us for this year’s VBS: A Mighty Fortress. This year we’ll learn how, through 
Jesus, the victory is won! Our VBS will run from Monday through Friday, from 5:30-8:00p.m. 
Supper is provided. Please see Missy for more information. 
 

• Our Monday evening Bible Study is starting up again on Monday, the 10th, at 6:30 p.m. 
 

• All ladies and friends of the congregation are invited to a, “Faith, Fun, and Fellowship Night,” 
hosted by our congregation. It will be during the evening of Wednesday, July 12th. We’ll start 
and 6 p.m. with a potluck, and then have some fun with games and a devotion written by your 
very own deaconess. See you there! 

 
• Online giving has been set up for St. John. Do you tire of forgetting to write a check or find your 

envelopes? A new method to return to the Lord out of the bounty He has given us is available for 

members of St. John. Simply go to our website (trinitystjohn.com) and click the button that indicates 

online giving. From there you will be able to set up a free account to give you offering digitally, for 

the amount and frequency you desire. Please see Pastor or Kyle Stern for more information. 

 

• The church council has begun exploring options for reflooring portions of the church building. Our 

current carpeting has begun to both show its age and suffer from wear and tear. At this time we are 

preparing to resurface all carpeted areas, minus the sanctuary and Sunday school rooms. A carpet 

fund is set up and all are encouraged to consider giving. Help will also be needed to pick colors. 

Please see Don Hanson for more information. 

 

• Lastly, our 2nd Quarter Financial Report is in: 

o Income - $23,270; Expenses - $24,664 ($1,394). 

o Year to Date: $46,962-$53,490 ($6,528).  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



2 
**Kay Meyer & 
Shauna Buethner 
Amy Steinke 
Kyle Stern 
Brad Weertz 

3 
Andrew Henn 

4 
Andrew 
Grothmann 

5 6 
Jan Bohnsack 
Daniel Manthey 
Lee Schlichtmann 
Zane Stigen 

7 
**Keith & Susan 
Flaten 

1/8 
**Ruth & Jim 
Johnson 
Angie Hamre 
Dylyn Kolrud 
Keith Flaten 

9 
** Shauna Gienger & 
Madison Mueller 
Tammy Sand 
Jon Willison 
 

10 11 
 

12 
**Wayne 
&Betty 
Manthey 
Richard 
Schlichtmann 

13 
Krista Madsen 

14 
 

15 
 

16 
**Dietrich 
Schlichtmann & 
Colton Stuart 

17 
 

18 
David Meyer 
Jacob Rust 

19 
**Mike & 
Delores 
Kvislen 
Madison Sand 

20 
Camissa Johnson 
 

21 
 
Colton Stuart 
Jennifer Willison 

22 
Jan Anderson 
Lisa Johnson 

23 
**Curtis & Stacey 
Riemer 
 

24 
Clark Lemley 
Randy Rust 

25 
 

26 
 

27 
 

28 
Mya Oelrich 
Elissa Riemer 

29 
John Bohnsack 
Kallyn Gettel 

30 
**Kyle & Sandy 
Meyer 
Tanya Kolrud 

31 
Deb Kroeplin 

 
 

 
 

 
 
**Greeters 
*Anniversaries 
 



2 The Visitation 
 

3 4 5 6 
6pmLWML at Hope 

7 1/8 

9 Communion 
8:30AM Trinity 
10:30AM St. John 
 
7pm Pastor @ 
Devil’s Lake 

10 Playground 
6:30 pm Bible 
Study 
  

11 Playground 
 

12 Playground 
2PM NH Service 
6pm LWML 
meeting and Fun 
Night 
 
 

13 Playground 
9am Pastor @ Trinity 
 
 
 
PALS - Bismarck 

14 Playground 
 
 
 
 
PALS - Bismarck 

15 Playground 
 

16  
8:30AM Trinity 
10:30AM St. John 

17 MOW 
No Bible Study 
 
 
VBS -------------- 

18 MOW 
 
 
 
------------------------- 

19 MOW 
2PM NH Service 
 
 
---------------------- 

20 MOW 
9am Pastor @ Trinity 
 
 
--------------------------- 

21 MOW 
 
 
 
--------------------| 

22 

23 Communion 
8:30AM Trinity 
10:30AM St. John 
12pm LYF  
 
7pm Pastor @ 
Devil’s Lake 

24 
6:30pm Bible 
Study 

25 26 
2PM NH Service 
 

27 
9am Pastor @ Trinity 
 

28 
 
 

29 

30  
8:30AM Trinity 
10:30AM St. John 

31 
6:30 pm Bible 
Study 
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