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The month of January is an interesting month in the Church’s calendar. We begin the month with the 
continued celebration of Christmas, before the 12 days of Christmas end and Epiphany begins. No 
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sooner does the Epiphany season begin than we continue the Lord’s walk to cross, beginning with His 
Baptism in the Jordan River. From His Baptism the lectionary leads us up the mount of Transfiguration, 
where Moses and Elijah appear and Jesus is glorified before His descent to the cross. The great 
wonderful events are all celebrated this month, and we close January with the Sundays leading to Lent. 
We hope and pray you all had a blessed and merry Christmas, and that you have found some time to 
rest in this winter season. All are welcome to come and celebrate the life of Christ with us as we praise 
Him who is the Light and Life of the world. Below is a sermonette I wrote for this year’s Epiphany 
(Wednesday, Jan. 6). 
 

“Arise, shine, for your light has come,” says the prophet Isaiah in chapter 60.1 Today we 
celebrate the Epiphany of our Lord, where the Incarnation of Jesus was made known to the world. 
Again, Isaiah speaks, “Arise, shine, for your light has come, and the glory of the Lord has risen upon 
you.” Over the last twelve days we’ve heard the story of our Lord’s birth. We’ve heard the 
announcement of the angel Gabriel to Zechariah that John would be born to prepare the way of the 
Messiah. We’ve heard the announcement to Mary that the Holy Spirit will overshadow her, and she shall 
conceive and bear a son. We’ve heard the account of our Savior’s birth; and now today, Christmas is 
given to the world. 

 
The Epiphany itself, is an ancient holiday. From its beginning, it was a holiday commemorating 

both the birth and Baptism of Jesus. It moves from Christmas, where God is revealed as man, to the time 
where the man, Jesus, is revealed as the God of all creation to creation. In our calendar today we 
celebrate an entire season, beginning with the arrival of the wise men where Jesus is revealed to the 
Gentiles. We also see His Baptism, where the Spirit rests on Jesus’ shoulder and the Father speaks from 
heaven, “This is my beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased.”2 We learn of His first miracle, the first 
sign that He is the Messiah, the changing of water into wine. Finally, the season ends with the 
Transfiguration, where Moses and Elijah appear in glory to speak with Jesus concerning His exodus - His 
death on the cross for the forgiveness of sins. 

 
But it all begins today. Today these words are fulfilled, “Arise, shine, for your light has come, 

and the glory of the LORD has risen upon you. For behold, darkness shall cover the earth, and thick 
darkness the peoples; but the LORD will arise upon you, and his glory will be seen upon you. And 
nations shall come to your light, and kings to the brightness of your rising.”3 

 
Isaiah spoke the word of the Lord in a time of turmoil and suffering. The chosen people of God 

were fractured into two nations, with many enemies designing even further destruction. The faithful 
continued to hope and pray for the Messiah, longing for the Son of God to come and forgive their sins, 
but all they saw around themselves was thick darkness. As Isaiah said, “Darkness shall cover the earth, 
and thick darkness the peoples.” As the darkness of fear surrounded God’s people, so the darkness of 
sin covers the whole world. Each person goes his own way, ignoring and disregarding God’s will, striving 
after the wind and even hiding from the Light of the Lord.  

 
We also are included in the darkness of sin. St. Paul says that, apart from faith in Christ, we are 

by nature children of wrath. St. John also says that those who walk apart from faith walk in darkness and 
                                                           
1
 The Holy Bible: English Standard Version (Wheaton: Standard Bible Society, 2001), Isaiah 60:1. 

2
 Mt. 3:17. 

3
 Is. 60:1-3. 



do not practice the truth. But arise, and shine, for your Light has come. Today we celebrate the Epiphany 
of our Lord. The Light of the world has been revealed to the nations. As the wise men were led to 
worship Jesus through His Word, so is Christ revealed to us in the preaching of the Gospel. Through the 
Word, the Holy Spirit creates and sustains faith in us, and the Light of Jesus scatters the darkness of our 
hearts. 

 
Today we celebrate the Epiphany. At our Lord’s birth, the Light of the World was worshipped by 

Angels and shepherds, but now He is manifested to the world. Soon, we will celebrate His Baptism and 
Transfiguration, where it is revealed that Light of the World has also come to suffer death for the life of 
the world. 
 

Mercy Musings: The Star Proclaims the King is Here 

 

The star proclaims the King is here; 
But, Herod, why this senseless fear? 
For He who offers heav’nly birth 
Seeks not the kingdoms of this earth. (LSB 399:1) 
 

Well, the 12 days of Christmas have come and passed, and so now has the first day of Epiphany, where 

we celebrate the wise men who came and worshiped Jesus. Since I am in the process of writing a VBS 

lesson for this summer on the wise men, I thought it would be fun to learn some of my favorite 

takeaways from this lesson. (And a really great hymn to go with it!) 

 

The eastern sages saw from far 
And followed on His guiding star; 
And, led by light, to light they trod 
And by their gifts confessed their God. (LSB 399:2) 
 

First takeaway: Jesus, although a king who is reigning on His heavenly throne, is not born like a king. He 

is born in a very humble way, in a stable. Herod feared that Jesus would take over his throne, but that 

was not what Jesus was seeking. 

 

Second Takeaway: A light, the star, led the wise men to another light… the light… Jesus Christ. Jesus 

was/is the light in the darkness of our sin. 

 

Third Takeaway: The shepherds, Jews, came to worship Christ. The wise men, Gentiles, also came to 

worship Christ. Christ was born to save all from their sins, Jews and Gentiles alike. 

 



Final Takeaway: The wise men more than likely had knowledge that a King of the Jews would be born. 

When they saw the star, it led them to Jerusalem. There in Jerusalem, they heard the Word of God 

which led them to Bethlehem. While the star was still there, guiding, it was ultimately the Word of God 

that led them to Christ. 

 

Just as the Word of God let the wise men to Christ, so it leads all people to Christ! The Holy Spirit  

continues to work through God’s Word to bring those “far off” (us sinners) to Christ and His redeeming 

love for the forgiveness of sins, life, and salvation. 

 

For this His glad epiphany 
All glory, Jesus, be to Thee, 
Whom with the Father we adore 
And Holy Spirit evermore 
 

* ”The Star Proclaims the King Is Here” Lutheran Service Book, 399. 

Announcements:

Lutheranism in the Media 

 The Lutheran Hour is broadcast on 

Sundays at 7:30 a.m. on KFGO and 

8:30 a.m. on the Halstad Telephone 

Company local access channel. 

 Listen to Lutheran music and 

programming for free at any time at 

lutheranpublicradio.org. 

 For excellent, Lutheran Youtube 

videos look up “Worldview 

Everlasting ,” or go to 

worldvieweverlasting.com 

 

St. John LWML provides the Portals of Prayer 
booklets for every church member plus 
extras that are distributed in the community. 
In the past, a payment envelope has been 
enclosed in each booklet. Many of you might 
have noticed that there was no envelope in 
the last issue you received. Because so few of 
these envelopes are used it was decided at 
the last LML meeting to put envelopes out on 
the table in the narthex of the church for 
people to support the Portals of Prayer costs.  
Envelopes can be dropped in the offering 
plate or put in the book display box in the 
dining area of the church. Checks should be 
made out to St. John LWML. The current cost 
for a year is $4.32 for the small size and 
$12.80 for the digest size. Thank you to all 
who support the LWML with donations for 
the purchase of Portals of Prayer. 
 
In December the LWML spent $394.53 in 
support of the following: Extra donations to 
Mite, Lutheran Bible Translators – Bungee 
Ministry, Giving Tree, Gifts for our church 
shut-ins., baptism gift. 
Stacey Riemer, Treasurer St. John LWML.  

 

 

 

 

 

Thank you to Becky Kraby who 

made and donated the gold 

Christmas tree skirt in memory 

of Kay Keller 
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1 
*Tyler and 
Jessica Hanson 
 

2 
*Sarah and 
Joshua Overby 
Beata Garcia 
Melissa Kozojed 
 

3 
**Darrell & Kay 
Rotvold 
 

4 5 
Caitlyn Stuart 

6 
Brynlee 
Johnson 

7 
*Randy & Judy Rust 
Harold McDonald 
Kay Meyer 
 

8 9 
* 

10 
**Ashley Henn and 
Kristina Rage 
Sam Betner 
Glen Lougheed 

11 
 
 

12 
 

13 
 

14 
 

15 
 

16 
 

17 
**Steve & Nicole 
Haffely 
 

18 
Sarah Overby 

19 
 

20 
 

21 
Toni Nelson 

22 
 
 

23 
 

24 
**John Rust & 
Andrew Grothmann 
---------------------------- 
31 **Jacob Rust & 
Nicole Plummer 

25 
 

26 
Wyatt Hamre 
Harold Meyer 

27 
 

28 29 30 
Mary Hawkins 
 

 

LWML meeting is January 9 with coffee at 9:15 a.m. and prayer service at 9:30 a.m. Everyone - men and are welcome to attend the prayer 

service.  

LWML members are reminded that at the January meeting we collect $5 for our Quarterlies and collect our Green Stocking offering for our 

special project which is supporting Deaconess Britthi  Koosman at Fr. Wayne Seminary this year. If you are unable to attend the meeting, you 

may give these offerings to Stacey Riemer, LWML Treasurer. 
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St.John  

30 
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