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Our Mission Statement: 

Growing Faith by Sharing God’s Word 

By Sharing God’s Word, we: 

 Show God’s love in our words and 

actions, 

 Help others as Christ helps us, 

 Accept responsibility in taking the 

Gospel into the world, 

 Reach out to people in need, 

 Inspire and teach our youth the truth 

of God’s Word, 

 Nurture a personal relationship with 

Christ through God’s Word and 

worship, and, 

 Give people the hope of the 

resurrection of the body and life 

everlasting. 

 

St. John and Trinity Lutheran Parish,                                                                  Worship Times: 8:30 @ Trinity 
204 2nd Street NW, [P.O. Box 99]                                                                                                  10:30 @ St. John 
Hillsboro, ND 58045                                                                                               Sunday School: 9:15 @ St. John 
stjohnhillsboro.com | facebook.com/stjohnhillsboro     9:30 @ Trinity 
                                                                                                                                                                
Rev. Jacob Swenson, Pastor | 651-331-1014 | trinitystjohn@outlook.com 
Faith Swenson, Deaconess | 218-329-8515 | deaconess.swenson@gmail.com 
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November  201S  

            Tick. Tick. Tick. Tick. The hands of your watch go around and around. At the hour your digital 

watch beeps. If it’s running low on battery, it beeps at quarter-to like mine. A few times a day hymns 

ring from the digital carillon atop Our Savior in Hillsboro. The day goes by and then it comes around 

again. Tick. Tock. Tick. Tock. 

Times passes for each of us. Some of us look at it with anticipation and joy, celebrating the gift 

of new life or another blessing God has so lovingly bestowed upon us. Some of us look upon the passage 

time with less than rose-colored glasses. Each day could bring joy, but often it brings sadness and 

hardship. Some days it is hard to rejoice with the psalmist, “This is the day which the Lord has made! Let 

us rejoice and be glad in it.” (Ps. 118:24) And yet, the fact that there are days is a gift of God itself. Have 

you ever wished a day would be over, and then in just a few hours it was? 

In the world we mark time by seasons, months, and days. In the Church we mark time as well, 

recognizing that each day is a gift from God, whether it brings good or bad, and we set ourselves 

according to it. We have seasons. Most people are familiar with that. The year begins with Advent as we 

remember the first coming of the Christ and await His second. We move through the festival seasons of 

Christmas and Easter celebrating the events of Christ’s life, all of which were for us and our salvation. 

Think about it: Jesus subjected Himself to the passage of time for you. Then we hit the long Pentecost 

season with its various themes. Each season teaches and reminds us of the work of Christ on our behalf 

and helps us set our lives in His good order. 

Did you that the Church year also has specific days? You probably know the big ones like 

Christmas and Easter. Perhaps you know Epiphany and the Ascension. We just had Reformation Day and 

All Saints. These we know, but there are more. In the front of our hymnal we have pages marked “Feasts 

and Festivals,” and “Commemorations.” I would encourage you to look at them and see the flow of the 

Church year in more detail. Especially, you should also read the section on why we have these things. In 

short, we remember them through the passage of the year not for their sake, but because they serve as 

reminders of the saving work of Christ, the benefits of which we, too, receive through faith alone. These 

days help us to set our minds on the things above. As the writer to the Hebrews states, “Therefore, since 

we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us also lay aside every weight, and sin which 

clings so closely, and let us run with endurance the race that is set before us, looking to Jesus, the 

founder and perfecter of our faith.” (12:1-2) 

Through the coming year we’ll have the opportunity to observe a few of these. We’ll get to learn a little 

more about the history of Christ’s Church and continue to give thanks for all His good benefits that He 

showed those who’ve preceded us, and to we who follow after them. This year we’ll be switching back 

to what is known as the 1 Year Lectionary. It is what it sounds like. This last year we’ve been finishing up 

Year B of the 3 Year Lectionary. Using a 1 year system will help to increase our understanding of God’s 

Word and how it all fits together. Each reading in the system was selected by the Church over time to go 

together and to speak to a specific theme of each day and season. May Lord continue to bless and 

preserve us through His Word and Sacraments as we mark our days and deeds in His peace.   In Christ, 

Pastor Swenson 
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Mercy Musings: Behold a Host Arrayed in White 

Behold a host, arrayed in white, Like thousand snowclad mountains bright! 
With palms they stand; Who is this band Before the throne of light? 
These are the saints of glorious fame, Who from the great affliction came 
And in the flood Of Jesus' blood Are cleansed from guilt and shame. 
They now serve God both day and night; They sing their songs in endless light. 
Their anthems ring As they all sing With angels shining bright. 
 

When you think of November 1st, what normally comes to your mind? Day after Halloween 

candy blues? The beginning of Holiday prep madness? Organ Dedication? All Saints Day? 

Well, for me at least, it is all of the above! This year we have the privilege of celebrating All 

Saint's Day on the actual designated day, November 1st. The church choir has realized that I have a lot of 

"favorites" when it comes to hymns, and without a doubt, "Behold a Host Arrayed in White" is my 

favorite All Saint's Hymn. And here is why: 

1.) It is Norwegian, and I'm Norwegian. Composed by arguably Norway's most successful and 

famous composer, Edward Grieg. Words are by a Danish hymn writer, Hans Adolph Brorson, but that 

doesn't matter, since I’ve got a little Danish blood in me too. 

2.) Just look at those Lyrics! "These are the saints of glorious fame, who from the great affliction 

came. And in the flood of Jesus' blood Are cleansed from guilt and shame." 

These are not just the "famous" saints, such as Peter, Augustine, Patrick, and Nicholas. These 

are all sinners who found themselves redeemed by the flood of Jesus' blood. They are those who out of 

sheer joy of what Christ did, bore witness to Him. They are your pastors, your relatives who shared the 

faith with you, your friend that radiated Christ's love. They are YOU.  

We Christians came from the great affliction of sin, that bore us down and stomped on us in the 

mud. But that affliction left us when we were cleansed from the guilt and shame by Jesus blood.  

The saints in heaven are rejoicing without fear, without tears, or bitter years. Their strife has 

been transformed to heavenly life. And as we continue to live here on earth, while we are strangers, we 

look forward to joining with all of the saints that have gone before us rejoicing and singing with a 

glorious voice. 

Despised and scorned, they sojourned here; But now, how glorious they appear! 
Those martyrs stand. A priestly band, God's throne forever near. 
On earth they wept through bitter years; Now God has wiped away their tears, 
Transformed their strife To heav'nly life. And freed them from their fears.  
They now enjoy the Sabbath rest. The heav'nly banquet of the blest;  
The Lamb, their Lord, At festive board Himself is host and guest. 
 
O blessed saints in bright array Now safely home in endless day. 
Extol the Lord, Who with His Word Sustained you on the way. 
The steep and narrow path you trod; You toiled and sowed the Word abroad; 
Rejoice and bring Your fruits and sing Before the throne of God. 
The myriad angels raise their song; O saints, sing with that happy throng! 
Lift up one voice; Let heav’n rejoice In our Redeemer’s song! 
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*Katie Schuermann has come out with the sequel to "House of Living Stones." It is called "The Choir 

Immortal." You can check it out at the library or borrow a copy from Deaconess Faith. 

 

Confirmation Notes 

Parents, we’ve now entered into the second unit of confirmation at both St. John and Trinity. This means 

that we’ve moved from the Ten Commandments to the Apostles’ Creed. Please be looking for homework 

each week, as a worksheet and memory work are assigned after every lesson.  I’ve made PDF files of the 

lessons available on our website for your and their use. Sermon notes have also begun. Necessary forms 

are available in the back of the sanctuary. If you have any questions, please feel free to get ahold of me 

in church, via e-mail, or by phone.  Thank you for your support. 

 

Announcements: 

N beLutheranism in the Media 

 The Lutheran Hour is broadcast on 

Sundays at 7:30 a.m. on KFGO and 

8:30 a.m. on the Halstad Telephone 

Company local access channel. 

 Listen to Lutheran music and 

programming for free at any time at 

lutheranpublicradio.org. 

 For excellent, Lutheran Youtube 

videos look up “Worldview 

Everlasting,” or go to 

worldvieweverlasting.com 

 

The date for the annual Meatball Dinner 

has been scheduled for November 22  

Mark your calendars now! There are 

sheets on the table in the narthex for 

you to volunteer to help. 

Check out the Card Display for your greeting 
card needs! There are also Mustard Seed 
Devotions which are great ways to share your 
faith in this hectic world. Here are some ways 
you can use your Mustard Seeds:  
For Me: with my daily devotion, with my 
bedtime prayer, to begin a meeting, on my 
desk to read at break time, with a friend in 
need, while waiting for the computer to boot 
up, with my prayer partner, on hold on the 
telephone, in my lunch box, as a 
bookmark, while waiting at a stop light, bank 
or fast food drive-up window  
For Others: with tips, in returned library 
books, in bills or greeting cards, as gift to 
coworkers, on hospital trays, as table favors 
at rallies and luncheons, in bags of food 
donated to food pantry, in church library 
books, in spouse’s lunch box or suitcase, as 
gift to nursing homes, in public restrooms, on 
a bulletin board or public display area 

Let's spread the "seeds" of faith 

in Hillsboro and beyond! 

 

 

 

 

Deaconess Faith Swenson 

St. John Lutheran Church 

204 2nd St. NW 

Hillsboro, ND 58045 

C: 218-329-8515 

Organ Dedication Concert 
Come and hear glorious music by 
your four talented organists and 

Peggy Bartunek. We will be 
performing different pieces and 

hymns to show off the rich diversity 
of our new organ. November 1 at 4 

p.m. Coffee and fellowship to 
follow. 

The LWML will again be sponsoring the 

Giving Tree.  It will be displayed towards 

the end of November.  Keep this in mind 

as you do your Christmas shopping 
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1 
**Dan& Bambi 
Manthey 

2 
Amy Buethner 

3 
Lori Buhr 

4 5 6 
 
 

7 
 
 

8 
**Brian & Jan 
 Bohnsack 

9 
 

10 
Amy Karst 

11 
 
 

12 
Sally Ludwig 
 
 

13 
 

14 
 

15 
**Kelly & Kim 
Salander 
Molly Smelden 

16 
Calvin Salander 
 

17 
Stacy Harwood 
 

18 
 

19 
 

20 
Jennifer Knudson 

21 
Peggy Riemer 

22 
**Marjorie Riemer 
& Peggy Riemer 
 

23 
*Gary & Mary 
Hawkins 
Trace Hanson 
 

24 
Elizabeth Ford 
 

25 
Kyle Meyer 
Kelly Johnson 

26 
Lisa Erstad 
Thomas Manthey 
Bonnie Oien 
Julie Rust 
**Don & Kathy 
Hanson 

27 
 
 

28 
Marjorie Riemer 
Melissa Stuart 
 

29 
**Wayne& Betty 
Manthey 

30 
 

 
 
 
 

  
 
 

  
**Greeters 
*Anniversaries 
 

ya 
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1 
8:30AM Hope 
9:15AMSS at SJ 
9:30AMSS at Hope 
10:30AM St. John 
 

2 3 4 5 
6:30 pm LWML at 
Trinity 

6 7 

8 
15 Communion 
8:30AM Hope 
9:15AMSS at SJ 
9:30AMSS at Hope 
10:30AM St. John 

9 10 
 

11 
7 AM SJ Elders 
2PM NH Devos 
6pm Confirmation 
8 PM Board of 
Education 

12 
7AM Bible Breakfast 
10AM Bible study at 
Kelleher 

13 14 
9:1AM Coffee 
9:30AM LWML 
meeting 
10 am to 2 pm LYF 
Vendor& Craft 
Sale  

15 
8:30AM Hope 
9:15AMSS at SJ 
9:30AMSS at Hope 
10:30AM St. John 
 

16 MOW 17 MOW 18 MOW 
2PM NH Devos 
6pm Confirmation 
7pm Youth Board 
 

19  MOW 
7AM Bible Breakfast 
10AM Bible study at 
Kelleher 
 

20 
MOW 
 

21 
 

22 Meatball Dinner 
8:30AM Hope 
9:15AMSS at SJ 
9:30AMSS at Hope 
10:30AM St. John 

23  24 25 
 2PM NH Devos 
7:00pm Thanksgiving 
Service at SJ   

26 
 

27 28 

29  Communion 

8:30
AM 

Hope 
9:15

AM
SS at SJ 

9:30AMSS at Hope 
10:30AM St. John 

30   
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Parish of St. John and 

Trinity Lutheran Church 
 PO Box 99 

 Hillsboro, ND  58045 
 
Church Staff 

Pastor: Rev. Jacob Swenson  

E-mail: trinitystj@outlook.com 

Deaconess: Faith Swenson 

E-mail: deaconess.swenson@gmail.com 

Parish Secretary: Ruth Johnson 

E-mail: secretarystj@rrv.net 

Website: stjohnhillsboro.com and facebook.com/stjohnhillsboro 

 

 


