Doctrinal Catechesis

How Can Water Do Such Great Things?
What Does Such Baptizing Indicate?
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What is Baptism?
Baptism is not just plain water, but it is the water included
in God’s command and combined with God’s word.
Which is that word of God?
Christ our Lord says in the last chapter of Matthew:
“Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing
them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the
Holy Spirit.” (Matt. 28:19)
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What benefits does Baptism give?
It works forgiveness of sins, rescues from death and the
devil, and gives eternal salvation to all who believe this, as
the words and promises of God declare.
Which are these words and promises of God?
Christ our Lord says in the last chapter of Mark: “Whoever
believes and is baptized will be saved, but whoever does
not believe will be condemned.” (Mark 16:16)
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The Sacrament of Holy Baptism

How can water do these things?
What does it all mean?

How can water do such great things?
Certainly not just water, but the word of God in and with the water does
these things, along with the faith which trusts this word of God in the water.
For without God’s word the water is plain water and no Baptism. But with
the word of God it is a Baptism, that is, a life-giving water, rich in grace, and
a washing of the new birth in the Holy Spirit, as St. Paul says in Titus,
chapter three: “He saved us through the washing of rebirth and renewal by
the Holy Spirit, whom He poured out on us generously through Jesus
Christ our Savior, so that, having been justified by His grace, we might
become heirs having the hope of eternal life. This is a trustworthy
saying.” (Titus 3:5–8)
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How Can Baptism Do That?

❖

Question: Did you choose to be born?

❖

If not, who did all the work?

❖

Likewise, Baptism is often called a "birth,"
in the Bible - it's all God's work.

How Can Baptism Do That?

❖

Baptism has its power not from the water,
but from God's Word.

❖

Though with our eyes we see only water,
God's Word puts forgiveness in Baptism.

❖

Remember Naaman? (2 Kings 5)

Titus 3

A washing of renewal and
rebirth in the Holy Spirit
St. Paul calls Baptism a washing of renewal and rebirth
because, by Baptism, the Holy Spirit
• Gives us the gift of faith;
• Adopts us as children of God the Father;
• Makes us new creatures who live not for sinning, but
in the Spirit.

So, Now What?

What does such baptizing with water indicate?
It indicates that the Old Adam in us should by daily contrition and
repentance be drowned and die with all sins and evil desires, and
that a new man should daily emerge and arise to live before God in
righteousness and purity forever.
Where is this written?
St. Paul writes in Romans chapter six: “We were therefore buried
with Him through baptism into death in order that, just as Christ
was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, we too
may live a new life.” (Rom. 6:4)
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The Old Adam Drowned

❖

In Baptism, we are united with Christ's death and resurrection.

❖

That means that sin is put to death in us and we live our lives in Christ.

❖

This isn't a one-time thing, but a daily thing.

The Old Adam Drowned
❖

The "Old Adam," in us is the sinful nature that we inherit from our first
father. This is the part of us that wants live in unbelief and rebel against God
(sin).

❖

The "new man," refers to us as restored children of God in Christ. It means
that since we have been united with Christ, we have received new desires,
attitudes, and actions.

The Old Adam Drowned
❖

The Old Adam (which doesn't like God) and the new man (which does) don't
get along. Therefore, our lives are a constant struggle between the old and
new.

❖

Baptism means that we have been united with Christ, that every day we take
up our cross and follow Him - resisting temptation and seeking the Lord's
will.

The Old Adam Drowned
❖

Be baptized means rising every day in the forgiveness of sins and fighting
against the temptations inside and outside of us.

❖

When we do sin, we can confess our sins and remember that we are forgiven.
We are Baptized.

❖

In fact, that's why we begin services with the Invocation - we remember
whose we are.

For Next Week:
Please Memorize What Does Such Baptizing Indicate?

